[Indications for castration in women treated for breast cancer].
Historically, castration has been the first endocrine treatment in breast carcinoma. In premenopausal metastatic patients, castration improves quality of survival during a median period of 10 months, in one third of patients. As adjuvant treatment, prophylactic castration can be an alternative to chemotherapy in patients with positive receptors. Prospective randomized trials are being conducted to define indications of each adjuvant treatment.